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∗ Mother of two children in their early years

∗ Left the City in 2014
∗ former career as a corporate finance lawyer / banker

∗ Qualified to work with children

∗ Visit to Reggio Emilia
∗ Losing my balance

∗ Working in the role of a Pedagogista
∗ Linking theory and practice

∗ Interest in early years policy
∗ Shaping and protecting the future

∗ Published a blog: “Listen. Be open to change.”
∗ www.foreveryoungatheart.com

About me
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∗ The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
∗ Formed in 1961
∗ A mission to promote policies that will improve the economic and social well-being of people

around the world
∗ 35 country members

∗ Starting Strong
∗ An international project on early childhood policies and services was introduced nearly 20

years ago
∗ A shift in focus towards outcomes and investment
∗ Starting Strong IV “Monitoring Quality in Early Childhood Education and Care” published in

2015 outlines a proposed International Early Learning Study (IELS)
∗ A call for tenders has been issued with the purpose of appointing a contractor “to design,

develop and pilot an international study on children’s learning” across participating countries
∗ A snapshot of children’s learning – age band 4.5 to 5.5 years

 

Introduction
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International Early Learning Study

∗ Key predictive domains to be used in the assessment (OECD: call for tenders
p.100)
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∗ Starting Strong III (2012)
∗ Identified 5 areas of quality that can be leveraged by policies for better child

development
∗ A knowledge gap has been identified of international data on countries policies and

practices in the area of data, research and monitoring
∗ 16 member states consulted re Starting Strong IV

∗ Increasing investment in Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)
∗ Critical to ensure ECEC systems perform well and deliver services of high quality
∗ Relative impact on disadvantaged children is positive
∗ An assumption that children’s future learning and development depends on the quality of care

Background to Starting Strong IV
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∗ The OECD in its report and call for tenders focuses on technicalities
∗ Process quality, consistent service provision

∗ Monitoring tools

∗ The flow of information through the value chain

∗ A standardised learning outcome model as the best approach
∗ Difficult to reconcile with the concept of the image of the child

∗ Regulates performance, objective stance

∗ Not mindful of democracy, ethical values, different pedagogical worlds

∗ The purpose of early years education
∗ Quality and high returns or experimentation and potentiality

Key issues
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Loris Malaguzzi (1993)

“School is not at all like billiards. When you play billiards you push the ball with
a certain force and it hits the table and it bounces off: there’s a definite way the
ball will go, depending on force and direction. Children are not at all like this,
predictable. But sometimes schools function as if they were: these are schools
with no joy.”

A parting remark…
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∗ Do you consider the proposed cross testing initiative by the OECD for 5 year
olds will improve learning outcomes?

∗ Is early years practice already subjected to too much regulation and control?

∗ Do you share the opinion that diversity and difference should be embraced
as a trigger for free thinking and that children, as competent learners,
should be empowered to construct their learning without being subject to
goals and expectations?

Discussion points
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∗ Starting Strong III A Quality Toolbox for Early Childhood

∗ Starting Strong IV  Monitoring Quality in Early Childhood Education and Care

∗ OECD Call for tenders – International Early Learning Study 100001420

∗ The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development’s International Early Learning
Study: Opening for debate and contestation (Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood 2016, Vol.
17(3) 343–351) Peter Moss et al

∗ Ethics and Politics in Early Childhood Education – Gunilla Dahlberg and Peter Moss

∗ Understanding the Reggio Approach – Linda Thornton and Pat Brunton
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